
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 is a very important and busy year 

for your child, so we have put together 

this booklet to show some of the ways 

that can help at home.  
 

In this booklet we have included information about 

assessment, targets for Writing, Reading and Maths, 

Phonics, Tricky Words, How to help with spellings and 

handwriting.  We have also included a topic grid so 

that you can talk or do some research at the library 

or on the internet about what we are doing in school 

with your child. 

 

 

Useful websites 

www.reinwoodinfantschool.co.uk 

 www.learnanytime.co.uk  

www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

http://www.reinwoodinfantschool.co.uk/
http://www.learnanytime.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools


 
 

Throughout this year your child’s progress will be tracked 

and assessed by their teacher.  At the end of the year they 

will be given end of Key Stage levels of attainment (which 

you will be given with your child’s report) 

Although we still have to carry out the SAT’s assessments 

they are only a small part of what the teacher uses to 

assess overall attainment.   

 

The SATs involve 

• Spelling Test 

• Writing tasks-1 short, 1 long 

• Reading level 2 test 

• Reading level 3 test  

• Maths level 2 test 

• Maths level 3 test 

• Science and Speaking and Listening levels are 

determined through Teacher Assessment 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Working towards Level 1 

o try to write letters. 

o try to spell words for myself 

o read my writing to other people 

o write from left to right 

o write my name correctly 

Level 1 
o write so other people can read my writing 

o write so that my writing makes sense to others 

o have new ideas for stories 

o talk about my ideas for writing with others 

o spell some words by myself 

o use some full stops in my writing 

o form letters correctly 

Level 2C 
o writing that has more than one idea 

o write interesting stories 

o try use some words I have met in books and stories 

o spell some words correctly 

o use my knowledge of sounds when trying to spell longer words 

o use full stops and capital letters 

o make sure that people can read my handwriting 

Level 2B 
o write so that other people can understand what I have written 

o write interesting stories so that other people can enjoy them 

o choose interesting words 

o change the way I begin my sentences 

o find more interesting ways of joining sentences than always using ‘and’ 

o use capital letters and full stops correctly 

o remember not to use capital letters in the middle of words 

o take care to from my letters correctly 

Level 2A 
o make my writing interesting for the reader 

o use different styles of writing e.g. stories, letters, lists etc 

o put my ideas in a sensible order 

o use more description, particularly people and places 

o use some words and phrases that I have met in my reading 

o use full stops and capital letters correctly 

o use my growing knowledge of sounds when trying to spell words 

o check my writing to see if words are spelt correctly and also to see if it makes sense 

o write all my letters correctly and  join up my handwriting 

Level 3 
o change the style of my writing to suit the purpose 

o join sentences in a range of interesting ways 

o use different punctuation, especially commas 

o use a range of different sentence openers 

o use adjectives and adverbs with confidence 

o write with neat joined and legible handwriting 

o spell lots of long words correctly for myself 

o check that my spelling is correct 

o use more description in my writing e.g. to describe where the story is set and how people feel 



 
Level 1C 

o Can listen attentively to a story 

o Can recognize print structure of a word, individual letters and the space  

      between words 

o Can use picture clues to help in reading simple text 

o Can recognise a few familiar words in simple text. 

o Can read familiar signs and labels 

Level 1B 
o Can read aloud with support 

o Can say how they feel about stories and poems 

o Can decode phonically regular words 

o Can guess at what might happen next 

o Can establish meaning with help and prompts from teachers 

Level 1A 
o Can show understanding of the main ideas/events in story or non-fiction text 

o Can establish meaning when reading aloud 

o Can recognize phonically regular consonant vowel consonant words 

o Can make an attempt at unknown words through use of known letters and sounds 

o Can identify an aspect of a story or poem that they like in response to questions 

Level 2C 
o Can read 90% of an appropriate text mainly accurately 

o Is developing more than one decoding strategy 

o Can talk about single features of text e.g. identify the ‘good’ or ‘bad’ characters 

o Can blend and segment sounds in consonant clusters and use this knowledge in reading 

o Understands the way that information texts are organized and uses this in reading simple texts. 

o Can express opinions about main events and characters in stories 

o Can show understanding of major events in text 

Level 2B 
o Can use punctuation as a guide to reading with expression 

o Can use a range of decoding strategies 

o Can self correct miscues 

o Can comment on structure of text e.g. setting or plot 

o Can blend and segment long vowel phonemes 

o Can comment on the setting 

o Can comment on how the plot links together or contained surprises 

o Can refer to most of the main events or characters 

o Can distinguish between fact and opinion with support 

o Can present information to support an opinion 

o Can comment on characters referring to the text 

Level 2A 
o Can read accurately texts appropriate for their age 

o Can use a wide range of decoding skills to tackle unfamiliar words 

o Can read aloud confidently with pace and fluency 

o Can read ahead and use expression and intonation to enhance meaning 

o Can discuss how characters relate to one another 

o Can suggest extensions or alternatives to plot 

o Can retell a story clearly covering majority of main points 

o Can comment on the ways in which the book is written or presented 

o Can make predictions 

o Can provide at least one example to support their opinions 

o Can show understanding of how texts are sequenced 

o Can use knowledge of alphabet to locate information in dictionaries, indexes etc. 

Level 3C 
o Can express reading preferences 

o Can extract information from non-fiction 

o Can make sensible predictions 

o Can use appropriate voices for characters 

o Can adopt a story telling voice 

o Can organize information they have gained from simple texts 

o Can show understanding of main points 

 



Working towards Level 1 
¶ join in with counting beyond 10      

¶ Count on from a small number 

¶ Count up to 10 things 

¶ Say and use number names in order 

¶ Begin to use first, second, third 

¶ Find 1 more or less 

¶ Guess a small number of things and check by counting 

¶ Know numbers to 10 and match sets 

¶ Begin to write numbers to 5 

¶ Says which is the long one out of 2 lengths 

¶ Use words like straight, circle to talk about shapes 

Level 1C 
¶ Read numbers up to 10 

¶ Begin to write numbers up to 10 

¶ Count objects to 10, the 20 and beyond 

¶ Say some names for larger numbers 

¶ Say that 0 is none or zero 

¶ Count on and back from a given number 

¶ Begin to use adding and subtracting 

¶ Make models with solid shapes / patterns with flat shapes 

¶ Name common flat shapes 

¶ Describe objects 

¶ Use words to describe position e.g. behind, between 

¶ Use words to say how much e.g. heavier / shorter 

¶ Begin to use money words e.g. coin, change, spent 

Level 1B 
¶ Count numbers to 10 

¶ Read numbers / names to 10 

¶ Order a series of numbers e.g. 1-10 

¶ Count in tens 

¶ Count in twos 

¶ Write numbers to 10 with some accuracy 

¶ Use numbers to 10 to add + subtract 

¶ Begin to understand words for comparing/ ordering e.g. greater than 

¶ Find 1 more / less + compare numbers saying which is more / less 

¶ Say a number between two others 

¶ Find the difference between 2 sets of numbers 

¶ Name common flat and solid shapes 

¶ Describe properties of solid / flat shapes 

¶ Measure and order 2 objects by comparing them 

¶ Begin to use time words 

Level 1A 
¶ Use Maths as part of class activities 

¶ Use objects and pictures in maths work and talk about it 

¶ See and use simple patterns or relationships 

¶ Count, read and order to 20 

¶ Write numbers to 10 accurately 

¶ Understand how to add and subtract 

¶ Use add and subtract words 

¶ Add and subtract numbers to 10 in a range of problems 

¶ Sort flat and solid shapes by properties 

¶ Use non-standard measures for length, weight and capacity 

Level 2C 
¶ Use numbers to 20 confidently 

¶ Begin to understand the value of digits in different places 

¶ Say all pairs that make 10 

¶ Use number facts to 10 that I know to add and subtract in my head 

¶ Recognise odd and even numbers to 20 

¶ Collect data by counting and record in a block graph or tally chart 

¶ Use the correct names for common shapes 

¶ Begin to link everyday and Maths words 

¶ Suggest what to use to measure length, weight or capacity 



Level 2B 
¶ Count, read, write and order numbers to 50 

¶ Understand that subtraction is the opposite of addition 

¶ Say doubles and halves to 20 

¶ Say odd and even numbers to 50 

¶ Recognise coins to 50p 

¶ Make amounts to 50p 

¶ Begin to understand a quarter 

¶ Organise data in simple lists and tables 

¶ Use correct name for shape properties e.g. face, edge, side 

¶ See the difference between straight and turning movements 

¶ Recognise and draw a line of symmetry 

¶ Begin to make accurate simple measurements 

¶ Say what standard measures are 

Level 2A 
¶ Choose the right Maths for class activities 

¶ Talk about my work using Maths words 

¶ Begin to use simple symbols and diagrams in my work 

¶ Explain why an answer is correct 

¶ Count, read, order and write numbers to 100 

¶ Understand what each digit is worth in a number 

¶ Understand multiplication as repeated addition 

¶ Understand division as repeated subtraction 

¶ Understand that halving is the opposite of doubling 

¶ Say multiplication and division facts for the 2 times table 

¶ Use and understand £ and  p 

¶ Sort objects using more than 1 feature (Carroll diagram) 

¶ Tell others what I found out from graphs / tables 

¶ Identify common shapes by their properties 

¶ Identify right angles 

¶ Begin to understand a right angle as a measure of turn 

¶ Sort a collection of flat + solid shapes in more than 1 way 

¶ Identify shapes with + without symmetry 

¶ Understand clockwise and anti-clockwise 

¶ Tell the time to the hour, half hour, quarter past and to 

¶ Use units of time 

¶ Begin to use standard units to measure 

Level 3 

¶ Use different ways to solve problems 

¶ Organise my work  and check answers 

¶ Talk about my work and explain my thinking 

¶ Use and understand symbols and diagrams 

¶ Say what digits are worth up to 1000 

¶ Begin to use decimal points 

¶ Begin to recognize negative numbers 

¶ Solve problems using addition and subtraction facts to 20 that I know in my head 

¶ Solve problems using 2,3,4,5 and 10 times table facts I know 

¶ Use simple fractions 

¶ Sort shapes in various ways 

¶ Use standard metric units to measure 

¶ Use standard units to measure time in different situations 

 



 
A yellow slip of paper will come home every week ð this will tell you the sounds and 

the tricky words that your child is focusing on for the week.  Play games to help your 

child learn these sounds. 

 

Below is a table which shows all the sounds that most children should know by the end 

of Year 2.  

ch (chip) / 

ch (school /chef) 

ee (feet) ur (hurt) air (fair) 

sh (ship) oa (boat) ow (cow) / ow (low) er (corner) / er 

(fern) 

th (thin/then) 

 

igh (night) oo (boot/look) ure (sure) 

ng (ring) 

 

ar (farm) oi (coin) ay (day) 

ai (rain) or (for) ear (dear) ou (about) / ou (you 

/ could/mould) 

ie (pie) or ie (chief) 

 

ea (sea) oy (joy) ir (girl) 

ue (venue) 

 

aw (saw) wh (when) ph (phonics) 

ew (blew) 

 

ew (stew) oe (toe) au (haul) 

ey (money) 

 

a-e (made) e-e (these) i-e (like) 

o-e (bone) 

 

u-e (cube) a (fast / was) e (he) 

y (by / gym / 

very) 

c (cell) g (gent) ey (they) 

/ch/ 

(picture / catch) 

/j/ 

(fudge) 

/m/ 

lamb 

/n/ 

(gnat / knit) 

/r/ 

(wrap) 

/s/ 

(listen / house) 

/z/ 

(please) 

/u/ 

(some) 

/i/ 

(happy / donkey) 

/ear/ 

(here / beer) 

/ar/ 

(father / half) 

/air/ 

(there/pear 

/bare) 

/or/ 

(all / four / caught) 

/ur/ 

(learn / word) 

/oo/ 

(could / put) 

/sh/ 

(special) 

/zh/ 

(treasure) 

/oo/ 

(clue / June/ blew) 

/oa/ 

(low/toe/ 

bone) 

 

 

 



 

 
 

On the same yellow slip you will see ôTrickyõ words.  These are the words that your 

child will meet in reading and might want to use in writing.  Please encourage your 

children to learn as many of these as possible. In the chart below is a list of the 

first 100 words. 

 

the that not look put 

and with then don’t could 

a all were come house 

to we go will old 

said can little into too 

in are as back by 

he up no from day 

I had mum children made 

of my one him time 

it her them Mr I’m 

was what do get if 

you there me just help 

they out down now Mrs 

on this dad came called 

she have big oh here 

is went when about off 

for be it’s got asked 

at like see their saw 

his some looked people make 

but so very your an 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Each week your child will bring home a list of spellings for 

them to learn.  Please practice these words at home.  In 

school we encourage the children to  

 
LOOK at the word, 

SAY the word, 

COVER the word, 

WRITE the word and then 

CHECK the word. 
 
 

 
 

The handwriting script alters slightly in Year 2 and we encourage children to start letters 

from the line.  This helps when the children begin to do joined up handwriting.  Make sure 

that your child is sitting comfortably and that their book is at an angle which with help 

their writing flow. Below is the formation that we teach in school.   

a b c d e f g h i j 
k l m n o p q r 
s t u v w x y z 

If you would like a larger version of this script to practice at home please ask your child’s 

class teacher. 



 
 

Reading still plays a very important part in Year 2.  

Your child will bring home an ORT reading book every week.   

This will not have been read in school so we encourage you to read it at home with 

them.  Please write any comments in the Blue Reading diary.  Your child is reading 

Heinemann books in school which we feel provides a breath and variety for your 

children.  It is also important that they read a variety of texts at home too ð 

comics, newspapers, signs, labels, library books etc. 

 

It is also important that you talk about what your child has read ð to ensure that 

they have not just read the words but fully understood it too.  Ask them about the 

characters, the plot the setting, likes and dislikes and also things that are inferred 

by the text but not actually said. 

 

 

 
 

Below is a grid of Topics that we will be covering over the year. Please talk to your child 

about these areas.  Each ½ term a topic sheet will be sent home with suggestions on how to 

help your child.  Homework sheets may be sent home as part of these topics – please help 

your child to complete and return this work to school. 
 

Autumn term 1st half Spring term 1st half Summer term 1st half 

 

Island homes  

 

 

 

The Adventure of Timmy Tiger 

(Visits India) 

 

Creeping, Crawling, Wriggling, 

Slithering 

 

Growth + Health 

 

               

 

The Incredibles Investigate 

(Grouping + Changing  

Materials) 

Variation  

 Plants + Animals  

Autumn term 2nd half Spring term 2nd half Summer term 2nd half 

 

Back to the Future 

(Guy Fawkes, Bonfire Night, The  

     Plague, Great Fire of London) 

 

Forces + Movement 

 

Oh I do like to be beside the 

seaside 

Countries near and far 

Electricity 

Famous People Changing lives 

 (1960’s – Neil Armstrong, Beatles, 

Harold Wilson, Martin Luther etc) 

Oh I do like to be beside the 

seaside 

Seaside in the Past 

 

 



Each week your child will bring home a challenge in 

their Learning Log to complete at home.  Please help 

with this and then return the Learning Log to school 

as soon as it is completed.  

 

 

The ½ termly topic sheets will be stuck into these.   

 

Investors in Pupils target sheets will also be stuck into the back of 

your child’s Learning Log so you can help and encourage your child 

with these. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you find this information useful and if you 

have any further questions now or later in the year 

please do not hesitate to speak with us. 

 

Thank you  

 

Mrs Butler, Mrs Conquest + Miss Mair 

(Year 2 Team) 


